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estrangement resulted in very important political develop-
ments which will be recorded in a separate chapter.

When the report of the ill-success of his designs and the
complete victory of Nizamu'1-Mulk reached Muhammad
Shah, the latter pretending nothing had happened,
restored him his property in North India, and allowed him
to stay in his province as long as he liked and repair to the
Court whenever it suited his convenience. Nizamu'l-
Mulk, for his part, sent a supplication to the Emperor in
which he expressed his sentiments of obedience _and
loyalty. The Emperor conferred on him the title of Asaf
Jah to conciliate him.1 Nizamu'1-Mulk is reported to have
addressed the following letter in receipt of the Imperial
firman :

"The forehead of desire became radiant by the
ardour of devotion and servitude when (I thought) of
addressing His Excellency who gives the honour to the
throne of the heroic order and elegance to the crown of
royalty ; and who is like Solomon in dignity, conqueror
of countries, Khaqan (Emperor of China or Chinese
Tartary) of the world, shadow of the holy Caliph of God,
the merciful, and giver of leaven to Justice.                     :

The servant begs leave to inform His Majesty of the
august arrival of the firman of elevated dignity, founda^
tion of favour and kindness, conferring the title and the
announcement of the increase in zat, sawars and dams, by
way of favour. It has also been the royal will and pleasure
to restore the Jagirs in Hindustan (North India) and to
announce the joyful news of further favours. The forehead
of devotion has now become so high as the bright stars
near the pole of the Lesser Bear. The servant begs leave
to offer salutation and thanks for the Khil'at (robe of
honour) which His Majesty has been.kind enough to send
to him which, in fact, is a means of decoration, glory
and elevation of the stature of servitude, making
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